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VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Minister for Health) [12.13 pm]: I rise to provide an update to the house on 
the implementation and operation of the Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2019. Members will recall that I chaired 
the Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices in the previous Parliament, which delivered My life, my choice: 
the report of the Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices that recommended introducing legislation to allow 
for lawful voluntary assisted dying in Western Australia. 
Under the voluntary assisted dying scheme, medical practitioners who wish to provide voluntary assisted dying 
must verify their eligibility under the act by providing suitable evidence to the Department of Health before being 
granted access to the mandatory training. As of 4 February 2022, of the 102 eligible practitioners who have completed 
the verification process and received access to the training, 59 have completed all aspects of the training and are 
now able to provide voluntary assisted dying services to patients. All current providers are medical practitioners. 
Two nurse practitioners have been granted access to the training. 
Information on the provision of voluntary assisted dying in WA is confidentially kept by the board. I can advise 
the house that as of 28 February 2022, eight months into the scheme, a total of 378 people have requested access 
to voluntary assisted dying, a total of 260 first assessments for eligibility have been conducted to determine 
eligibility and a total of 125 people completed the voluntary assisted dying process. VAD is an important end-of-life 
choice for people diagnosed with a terminal illness. This government continues to improve access to palliative 
care across WA. 
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